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The Dubuque Archdiocesan Council 
of Catholic Women (ACCW) is a 
volunteer organization for women. 
We are united for apostolic action 
at the request of the Archbishop 
of Dubuque. We are affiliated 
with the National Council of 
Catholic Women (NCCW) and the 
World Union of Catholic Women’s 
Organisations (WUCWO). We 
are a voice for the women of the 
Dubuque Archdiocese to speak and 
act as a unit on matters of mutual 
interest.
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ARCHDIOCESAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 

Annual Convention
ACCW is for You!

Saturday, October 23, 2021
Holy Trinity Church   |   124 North Main Street, Protivin, IA 52163

REGISTRATION
Before Oct. 1 - $20. After Oct. 1 or at the door - $25. 

To register, go to https://dbqarch.org/events-1

Keynote Speaker:

Virginia  
Pillars

Mass Celebrant:

Rev. Daniel 
Knipper

AGENDA

8:00 a.m. Registration, continental 
  breakfast, exhibits, silent auction

9:00 a.m. Call to Order

  Opening Prayer 
  Keynote Address: Virginia Pillars  
        "RAISE Awareness & Hope" 

9:55 a.m. Break

10:00 a.m. Business Meeting

11:00 a.m. Mass with Rev. Daniel Knipper   
       and guest priests 
 Our Lady of Good Counsel Award

12:00 p.m. Lunch

12:45 p.m. Commission Presentations 
  Spirituality - Mary Pedersen 
  Service - Sue Martinek 
  Leadership - Sheila Rassman

1:15 p.m. Closing Remarks, door prizes  
       and final blessing
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President
Joanne Pohland

It is often good to reflect on why we choose 
to be a member of the Archdiocesan 
Council of Catholic Women.  When that 
question has been posed, I have heard 
many inspiring answers.  Often many 

speak of being invited, of appreciating the connections 
and friendships that are made through Council, and that 
through Council, there is a sense of belonging.  All of 
these are wonderful reasons to “belong” to ACCW.  I hope 
that each of you has one of these as your reasons.

I have one more reason for you to consider.  Several years 
ago, when I was part of a different diocese, the Spiritual 
Advisor gave one of his many inspirational talks to the 
women.  What he said has stuck with me over the years.  
He recognized the value of the Council of Catholic 
Women in parishes as well as in the diocese and at the 
national level.  And therefore, he considered “CCW” to 
better describe the women as “Christ’s Chosen Women.”  
He, and I, think that this better defines who the women of 
Council really are.

When women belong to Council, they support, empower, 
and educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership, 
and service, responding with Gospel values to the needs of 
the Church and society in the modern world.  As women, 
we are chosen by Christ to serve one another, and ACCW 
offers the means to do just that.

Through Council, there are many things we can do, 
including praying for one another, helping to feed the 
hungry, learning more about our faith, supporting one 
another in leadership, caring for one another when we are 
sorrowing or in pain, providing clothing for those in need, 
and many other things.  This is why we want to be a part 
of the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women.

So, I encourage each of you to talk to a woman that does 
not yet “belong” to ACCW, and invite her to begin paying 
dues and becoming active, so that she, too, can be one of 
Christ’s Chosen Women.

Thank you, Nancy! 
As Nancy Larson completes her term as the Province 
Director for the Province of Dubuque (all four dioceses 
in Iowa), we thank her for her work!  See page 7 for the 
“formal” thank you!

Congratulations, Florine! 
We congratulate Florine Swanson as our new Province 
Director for the Province of Dubuque (all four dioceses in 
Iowa)!  We are so excited to have her representing us on 
the NCCW Board of Directors!

President-Elect
Leafing through Catholic periodicals-
-a weekly newspaper and a monthly 
magazine—recently, I was saddened by all 
the “bad news.” These stories are a reminder 
that we, the people, are the Church. 

As humans, we are not perfect. We sin. What can we 
do about that? The Sacrament of Reconciliation is one 
remedy. Also, the Jesus prayer, “Lord Jesus Christ, Son 
of the living God, have mercy on me, a sinner” helps me 
remember that there is hope.

Let us look to the saints for inspiration. They can help 
us to focus on God and on our attempts to serve him by 
serving others.  

St. Martha was so busy preparing the meal that she 
wouldn’t sit and listen to Jesus. St. Monica prayed for 
her son, Augustine, for 17 years before he turned his 
life around. St. Maria Goretti forgave her murderer. St. 
Marianne Cope worked with leprosy patients in Hawaii. 
St. Josephine Bakhita was a slave for many years. St. 
Katharine Drexel became a missionary, opening schools 
for Native American and African American students. 
St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus saw redemption in quiet 
suffering.

As we live our faith each day, we can be “good news” to 
others, with a little help from our friends, the saints.

Monica Fulton

New Monthly News Bulletin
from the

Archdiocese of Dubuque!

TOGETHER is a monthly 
bulletin providing news and 
information from Archbish-
op Jackels, as well as initia-
tives and happenings from 
around the archdiocese. 
This printable bulletin can 
be inserted into parish bul-
letins, placed in common ar-

eas of your church, distributed to the homebound, 
and shared in email communications. Current and 
past volumes can be found on the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque website at https://dbqarch.org/together 
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Past President
Florine Swanson

As schools reopen this fall, it is a time 
of excitement.  New clothes, new school 
supplies, along with the excitement of seeing 
friends and making new ones.  

Hopefully this same feeling has carried over 
as we re-opened our churches for Mass.  We didn’t need 
a new wardrobe or anything but ourselves to return to be 
with the best friend anyone can have, Jesus Christ.  As I 
watched Mass via Facebook with the Pope in Rome, to 
services throughout the United States and Canada, it was 
never the same as being back at Mass in my local parish.  
Most importantly was receiving Communion, but also 
seeing the members of my faith community.  I truly felt 
the excitement as we worshiped together and had the 
opportunity to connect personally again.  

Our ACCW board has met via Zoom for over a year and 
a half now.  It’s a great use of our time, as well as cost 
effective.  But we don’t get the benefit of really getting to 
know each other.  So, I’m excited about the prospect of 
seeing many of you at our Archdiocesan Annual Meeting 
on October23, just as I’m excited about the opportunity to 
join with other women from throughout the United States 
and Canada at the National Council of Catholic Women 
(NCCW) Convention and the World Union of Catholic 
Women’s Organizations (WUCWO) North American 
Region Conference when we meet the end of August in 
Alexandria, Virginia. 

I will be installed as the Dubuque Province Director at the 
NCCW Convention.  In that role I will represent the entire 
state of Iowa on the NCCW board for the next two years, 
following Nancy Larson of Red Oak from the Des Moines 
Diocese.  

We can join many organizations, often with similar 
missions of leadership development and advocacy for 
issues that impact women.  But what those organizations 
can’t provide is the opportunity to help one another grow 
in our Catholic faith.  Thank you to those women whose 
faith and actions help me grow closer to God.

 

We welcome three new priests from Ghana 
as Associate Pastors in the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque:  
 
 
 

May God bless them in their work here in the Archdiocese 
of Dubuque. 

We pray for the repose of the soul of Fr. Harry Koelker - 
Born 6/26/1942 
Ordained 6/1/1968; Died 8/6/2021 
May he rest in peace.

When I proclaim the words of Matthew’s Gospel (Mt 
25:35) at a funeral Mass, I am reminded of all the 
ministries performed by ACCW during your life here 
on earth. I am so impressed by your virtuous works. In 
those verses of scripture, Jesus is describing those people 
for whom the Kingdom of Heaven belongs. Jesus says 
the Kingdom belongs to those who “feed the hungry, 
give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the 
naked, and visit the sick or those in prison.”

I see ACCW women doing those things in daily life, as 
you call the sick person or their family and offer food, 
babysitting services, car rides; when you provide food for 
the family of a deceased person; when you serve at the 
funeral dinners; when you provide clothing for newborns 
or at clothing collections at the beginning of the school 
year or when winter comes upon us.

I see what each ACCW member has done during her 
lifetime when I read her obituary, or speak with the 
family about who this woman was and what she did 
during her lifetime. Often the family tells me about these 
virtuous acts and how they were carried out with little or 
no fanfare; that she was just doing ordinary things in an 
extra-ordinary way.

Continue your fine work, trying always to live the words 
of Jesus and your reward, “… and the virtuous will go on 
to eternal life!” Know that I am proud of you and may 
God bless you.

Spiritual Advisor
Fr. Daniel Knipper

Fr. Philip Agyei,  
assigned to  
Resurrection  
in Dubuque

Fr. Martin  
Gyan Obeng, 
assigned to  
the Spires of 
Faith Cluster

Fr. Francis Anane,  
assigned to the  
Webster City area
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Spirituality Commission
Mary Pedersen
Spirituality Commission Chair  

GIFTS OF THE VISITATION 
PROJECT
https://dbqarch.org/gifts-of-the-visitation-
archdiocesan-retreat-for-women 

Have you checked out the Gifts of the Visitation Project? 
Have you seen a woman you know giving witness 
to a friendship based on Mary, our Blessed Mother, 
and Elizabeth? Did it spark memories of your holy 
friendships? We’ve heard from women and parishes 
about how much they’re loving this new offering. Start a 
women’s group in your parish/cluster to gather women 
and grow deeper in faith through the Gifts Project—plus, 
it’s fun and filled with joy!

THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH  
 
On the 150th Anniversary of the 
Proclamation of St. Joseph as “Patron of the 

Universal Church,” Pope Francis has proclaimed a “Year of 
St. Joseph,” with his apostolic letter Patris Corde (“With a 
Father’s Heart”). During this year, the pope invites us to: 
          * increase our love for St. Joseph. 
          * implore his intercession. 
          * imitate his virtues and zeal.

Click here for resources from the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque. 
Additional resources can be found here: 
United States Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB): 
Prayers, Videos, Consecration to St. Joseph 
Loyola Press: Prayers, activities, reflections, and more! 
Our Sunday Visitor: “The Year of St. Joseph” 

Visiting St. Joseph Churches 
by Lisa Hemesath

Visiting churches is not an unusual 
activity for Michelle Mader, her 
sister Andi, and friend Candi. 
Michelle and Candi visited 72 

churches throughout the state during the summer of 2019! 
Michelle passed through all 19 Holy Doors in Iowa and 
11 other Holy Doors during the Jubilee Year of Mercy in 
2016, and Andi passed through 26 Holy Doors, many of 
them with Michelle. So, when the pope declared a Holy 
Year of St. Joseph, they thought it would be awesome 
to visit all 47 St. Joseph churches in Iowa. Thus far, they 
have visited 27, including all of the St. Joseph churches in 
the Sioux City and Des Moines dioceses.  On June 15th, 
they stopped in at St. Joseph Church in State Center after 
having been to North English, Wellman and Richland. 

Because many churches are locked during the week and 
have only weekend Masses, Michelle and Candi have 
spent many hours talking with church staff to arrange 
for them to be open for them to visit.  "We take a few 
photos and say a prayer for the parishioners of each parish 
during our pilgrimages. We have met many parish staff 
and volunteers who have gone out of their way to ensure 
the churches are open when we arrive, and many have 
blessed us with historical information and tours of their 
churches," Andi shared. 

The ladies look forward to visiting the remaining 20 St. 
Joseph churches in the Dubuque and Davenport dioceses 
in the next month or two. Through the intercession of St. 
Joseph, they will be successful.

2022 ARCHDIOCESAN  
WOMEN'S CONFERENCE:  

BEAUTY IN CHRIST
Saturday, January 29, 2022 
Time: 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Mark your parish calendar for this teleconference event! 
Keynote speakers for this year's Conference will be 
Catholic speaker, spiritual director, and award-winning 
author, Liz Kelly, and Catholic author, speaker, and radio 
personality, Emily Jaminet. This event is designed to 
gather women in your parish/cluster for a morning of 
friendship, faith, and formation!!! More information on 
the website: www.archwomensconference.org
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SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE 
Leone Bergeson

This year we celebrated seven years of the Seven Sisters Apostolate active in 
the Archdiocese.  A big thank you to all who participate in praying for their 
priest/pastor.  As you know, you derive many benefits from your prayers 

along with your priest/Archbishop.

The feast day of St. John Vianney was August 4.  He is one of three patron saints of Seven 
Sisters Apostolate.  He was a very holy priest and is also the patron saint of parish priests.  
For 29 years he prayed fervently for his parishioners in Ars, France. Unfortunately, many 

of his parishioners were not faithful. However, most of them converted.  It’s important for us to ask his intercession for our 
priests and for ourselves.

In the past, prior to 1950, there were many nuns in orders praying for the priests.  Their charism was to pray for priests.  Now 
we don’t have these orders anymore.  So, WE are called to pray for them. It is OUR mission to pray for our priests. We are the 
Aaron and Hur, called to hold up the arms of our priests in prayer so they can speak the word of God. 

Congratulations to the Decorah Deanery. I appreciate that Julie Vulk, president of the Decorah Deanery, has promoted Seven 
Sisters Apostolate in that deanery, and all the pastors in that deanery have a group of Seven Sisters.  I challenge the other 
deaneries to 100% participation. Within the past month, I also received an email from Dee Youngblut asking for information. 
She is forming an Apostolate for Father Donald Komboh, pastor of St. Joseph the Worker Cluster.  

Please continue to spread the word about this Apostolate. If anyone feels a call to pray for Archbishop Jackels, please contact 
me.  We are in need of sisters to pray for our Archbishop.

 
Remain humble, remain simple. The more you are so,  

the more good you will do. – St. John Vianney

Spirituality Commission
(continued)

THE YEAR OF AMORIS LAETITIA (FAMILY)
March 19, 2021 (the Feast of St. Joseph) marked the five-year anniversary of the release of Pope 
Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation on Marriage and Family Life entitled Amoris Laetitia (“The Joy of 
Love”). To celebrate this anniversary, Pope Francis has declared a Year of Amoris Laetitia (Family) 
from March 19, 2021 through June 26, 2022 when the World Meeting of Families will take place in 
Rome. Learn more about this year, read a statement by Archbishop Jackels, and find resources for 
celebrating it, by visiting: https://dbqarch.org/year-of-amoris-laetitia.  
Additional Resources can be found here: 

United States Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB): News, events, and resources 
Loyola Press: Prayers, videos, parish resources, and more! 
Catholic Current: Resources for marriage, parenting, family life, NFP, dating, podcasts, and more!
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Parliamentarian
Rozena McVey

Leadership Commission

Included with this issue are the proposed changes to our Dubuque ACCW Bylaws. I ask that you read them 
over and discuss each proposed change prior to our Fall Convention in Protivin on October 23. Discuss the 
proposed changes at your parish meetings and your Deanery meetings. These proposed changes will be voted 
on at our convention. Come prepared to discuss and vote. May God bless you and may Mary keep her loving 
arms around you these late summer days.

PROPOSED CHANGES TO ACCW BYLAWS 
 
The Dubuque ACCW board recommends a number of changes to the bylaws that will be voted on at the 
upcoming Convention/Annual Meeting on October 23.  See the attachment to The Link, or click here, for the 
proposed changes.  All new proposed language is in red, and all delineations have a strike-out.  

The rationale for each of these changes will be provided at the meeting prior to the vote.  It takes a 2/3 vote by the 
voting delegates to pass any changes to the bylaws.  

Significant changes include the definition of who is a member of ACCW, who is a voting delegate (which provides 
individual members the opportunity to vote), and what constitutes a quorum.  Some items are recommended 
for deletion, as they are duplicated elsewhere in the bylaws.  It is also proposed that we substitute the term 
“Convention” with “Annual Meeting” throughout the bylaws.  

We encourage you to study the recommendations prior to attending the Convention/Annual Meeting.  If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact Joanne Pohland, President, or Florine Swanson, Bylaws Task Force Chair.

Sheila Rassman 
Chair 

2021 ACCW CONVENTION 
On October 23, the annual ACCW Convention will take place at Holy Trinity Parish in Protivin. Our keynote speaker will 
be Virginia Pillars, who will speak about her life experiences as shared in her book, Broken Brain, Fortified Faith: Lessons 
of Hope Through a Child’s Mental Illness. Holy Mass will be celebrated by ACCW Spiritual Advisor Rev. Daniel Knipper, 
with guest priests concelebrating. The business meeting will provide the opportunity for members to vote on changes to the 
bylaws. Presentations will be offered by the Spirituality, Service, and Leadership Commissions. In addition, there will be a 
silent auction, door prizes and displays. Bring a basket or a single item with you to support the ACCW silent auction. 
This is a great time for us to recognize your achievements and to showcase the good work of ACCW women throughout the 
archdiocese! Additional information and registration for the Convention can be found at: https://dbqarch.org/events-1

We look forward to seeing you on October 23!
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Leadership Commission   (continued)

NCCW LEADERSHIP: NCCW Leadership 
Commission and Associates Board of NCCW 

Alma Meyer 
“Mentoring Women of Faith to Support, 
Empower and Educate”

Based on the bylaws, NCCW has three 
national commissions to serve our mission. Following the 
2021 Convention, the new president appoints individual 
members who have applied to volunteer for this wonderful 
opportunity to serve, and will have an impact on the next 
two years. These Catholic women, in their areas of interest, 
plan and implement programs that SUPPORT, EMPOWER 
and EDUCATE. The commission structure aids women 
nationwide to network virtually through monthly 
conference calls, the Catholic Woman magazine, displays, 
and presentations at meetings and conventions.

The three commissions of SPIRITUALITY, LEADERSHIP, 
and SERVICE can be experienced on all affiliate levels, and 
can inspire topic programs for your meetings.

The SPIRITUALITY COMMISSION reinforces faith, and 
supports service to the Church and to the world through 
discipleship and spiritual growth guided by Catholic 
Social Teaching. This commission monitors Catholic 
and issue-related websites, including the USCCB, Right 
to Life, and others, for issues related to the commission, 
and development of prayers and prayer services for use by 
affiliated organizations. The Spirituality Commission has 
recently provided the Gifts of the Presentation Project, 
led monthly online Rosaries, Divine Mercy Chaplet, given 
ideas for priest appreciation, vocations, and more.

The LEADERSHIP COMMISSION provides 
organizational development, opportunities for training, 
public relations resources, and publications to strengthen 
leadership within NCCW.  Other components include 
maintaining membership, recruitment strategies, and 
mentoring. This commission works closely with the 
Leadership Training Development (LTD) Team, which 
now offers Councils free sessions on Zoom. Members are 
now able to print the “Introduction to NCCW” from the 
website, nccw.org, to learn more about our history, who we 
are, and what we do.

The SERVICE COMMISSION engages the members, 
and all people, in addressing the needs and concerns of 
their individual communities, and supports and enhances 
family life within the Church and society. The commission 
also supports NCCW’s advocacy work through coalitions 
and partnerships aligned with Catholic Church Teaching. 
Members promote works of mercy, embrace new programs 
such as the Walk with Moms In Need initiative, and 
existing programs such as March for Life, Marriage, Family, 

November Day of Fasting, awareness of Human Trafficking 
& Domestic Abuse, etc.  The commission’s work also 
encompasses NCCW’s global partnerships with World 
Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations (WUCWO) 
and Catholic Relief Services, and Cross Catholic Outreach 
related activities. One of many projects being encouraged 
locally in recent years is the Christmas “Boxes of Joy” for 
children in underserved countries.

Commission activities are the heart of Council work, and 
have helped members to adapt through recent pandemic 
challenges and adversity. As we women of faith continue to 
focus on the future for the next 100 years, let’s build on the 
positive things we have learned and experienced, always 
keeping the NCCW mission statement in the forefront. 
May we always invoke Our Lady of Good Counsel in doing 
our best for God, Council participation and promotion.

The National Council of Catholic Women acts through its 
members to support, empower, and educate all Catholic 
women in spirituality, leadership, and service. NCCW 
programs respond with Gospel values to the needs of the 
Church and society in the modern world.

Farewell to Nancy Larson 
Outgoing Dubuque Province Director

We extend a heartfelt “Thank you” to Nancy 
Larson from St. Mary Parish in Shenandoah, 

Iowa, as she completes her two-year term of leadership 
as the Dubuque Province Director! Nancy kicked off 
her leadership term in 2019 with a province meeting at 
Hiawatha on the evening prior to the ACCW Convention.

Throughout her term, Nancy has shown great attention 
to detail and follow-up. Nancy has had a great deal of 
experience with Council, and this helped her be our voice 
at the meetings of the NCCW Board of Directors.  She 
has been an active participant on the NCCW Spirituality 
Commission which met monthly, as well as leading the 
Rosary and other prayers.

She has always shown interest in what the Dubuque 
ACCW was doing and how she could represent us.  We 
appreciate the time she took to be present at our meetings 
and events, even under extraordinary circumstances due 
to the pandemic, utilizing Zoom calls, emails and phone 
calls. And through it all, Nancy has gracefully balanced 
her family life with her commitment to NCCW and the 
Dubuque ACCW.

We know that Nancy will continue to promote the work of 
Council.  Thank you, Nancy for your service!  May God’s 
blessings be upon you!
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Service Commission
Sue Martinek 
Service Commission Chair

Our June Deanery meeting was led by 
Billie Burhite. The Boxes of Joy project is 
again underway! As a follow up from the 

meeting, I gave Mary Myers (an attendee from our first 
meeting) a call, and asked if she would be willing to help 
me to contact the deanery parishes about the Boxes of Joy 
project. I then made a list of deanery parishes, and listed 
those in a cluster. If a cluster had more than one person 
for Faith Formation, I noted it. The list was then divided 
in half, and Mary and I each took half to contact. I made 
up 14 packets in envelopes. Mary sent out seven, as did 
I. Each envelope included a personalized note asking the 
parishes to review the information. We will follow up with 
a phone call in August. 

St. Ludmila Religious Ed department will participate in 
Boxes of Joy again this year. I also emailed Linda Sadler 
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, and she will invite their 
Director of Religious Ed to participate again this year. 

YOUTH AND ADULT AWARDS 
Barb Sauser: 2021 ACCW Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Award

The Dubuque Archdiocese Council of 
Catholic Women's Our Lady of Good Counsel 

Award recognizes outstanding contributions made by an 
ACCW member in the areas of service to the Church, her 
parish, and the community.  The award will be presented at 
the Fall ACCW Meeting on October 23rd at Protivin.

We need your help to nominate worthy women in our 
archdiocese! Women in each of our parishes generously 
share their time and talents with their faith community.  
Please consider nominating someone for this award.

Nomination deadline is Thursday, September 16, so you 
still have time to work on that special recognition for a 
woman in your parish. Members currently on the ACCW 
Board of Directors are ineligible.

Any questions can be directed to Barb Sauser at her email 
address: sbsauser@netins.net or call 563-852-7033. Email 
your nominations to Barb, or mail the nomination form 
below to: Barb Sauser, 636 Highway 136 N, Cascade,  
Iowa 52033.

NOMINATION FOR 2021 OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL AWARD
Nominee:
Name: ____________________________________   Parish: _______________________________________________
Address: ________________________________   City: __________________________ ,   Iowa      Zip Code: _____________
 
Please share information about this woman's contributions of leadership, spirituality, and service. Include one letter of recommendation from your 
parish priest or another ACCW member.

Nominated by:
Name: ____________________________________   Phone: _______________   Email: ___________________________
Address: ________________________________   City: __________________________ ,   Iowa      Zip Code: _____________
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Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 
(ACCW) 2021/2022 Officer Report Form

Parish Name: ________________________________   

Address: ___________________________________

_________________________________________

Deanery: ___________________________________

President: __________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

_________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________

Vice-President: _______________________________

Address: ___________________________________

_________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________

Secretary: __________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

_________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________

Treasurer: __________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

_________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________

Mail to:
Lisa Hemesath
1116 240th St., State Center, IA 50247
_________________________________________

For more information about the  
Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women,  

visit www.DBQArch.org/council-of-catholic-women  
or email Joanne Pohland at dbqaccw@dbqarch.org

ACCW Historian
Rose Ann Jero

Other News

The women of the Archdiocesan Council 
of Catholic Women have been faithfully 
gathering for a meeting every year since 
April 14, 1932 except during World War II. 
Their first meeting was in Dubuque with 
700 delegates representing fifteen deaneries.  

Attendance grew during the 1950’s. In 1951, 148 delegates 
and 1,000 guests gathered in Dyersville. In 1955, 
Marshalltown hosted 800 with 250 of them registered as 
delegates. In 1956, Independence hosted 1,000. Cedar 
Rapids topped this in 1958, with a two-day meeting and 
1500 registered. The number stayed at 1500 for Dubuque’s 
gathering in 1960. The numbers and format have changed 
during the 89 years since the first meeting.  There have 
been one- and two-day events, conventions, and institutes, 
and even a Zoom meeting! You are invited to be a part of 
ACCW history by attending the 2021 annual meeting on 
October 23, 2021 at Holy Trinity Parish in Protivin.

Members of the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women attend a 
service at St. Raphael Cathedral in the early 1950’s. (right to left) Mrs. 
Al Matz, Dubuque; Mrs. L.J. Ament, Dyersville; Mrs. L.A. McGrath, 
Independence; Mrs. Casper Fox, New Hampton; Mrs. Theo Lickteig, 
Cresco; Mrs. L.D. Corkery, Rowley; Mrs. Ella Zenter, Bellevue; Mrs. 
J.A. Wicke, Cedar Rapids. (Photo provided by Rose Ann Jero)

Newly Ordained receive ACCW Stoles
The three newly ordained priests for the Archdiocese 
of Dubuque recently received stoles as a gift from the 
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women. The stoles, 
prepared by Ann Dietrich of Earlville, were presented to 
Fr. Martin Coolidge, Fr. Jacob Dunne, and Fr. Kyle Tietz. 
Please continue to keep these and all our priests in your 
prayers.

Newly ordained priests, Fr. 
Kyle Tietz (left) and Fr. Martin 
Coolidge (right), model their 

ACCW stoles.
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MARY ESTHER PULLIN
 
Mary Esther Pullin, Vice President of the Dubuque ACCW, and her husband, Ron, were 
honored during the Waterloo Courier’s 8-Over-80 awards event on June 16 in Cedar Falls. 
The event recognized community members over age 80 for lifetime accomplishments of 
leadership and community betterment, and those who continue to be successful in their 
vocation, or have been a role model and mentor to others. View a short video interview 
with Mary Esther and Ron here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-yWfOaOvnM.

The Pullin family was also selected by the Iowa State Fair to receive The Way We Live 
Award. In its 13th year of recognizing outstanding farm families, the award this year 
celebrated seven Iowa families who exemplify hard-working farm values and a love for the 
occupation of farming. Ronald and Mary Esther oversee a sixth-generation family farm 
consisting of 100 acres, where Ron’s grandfather and his two sons purchased their first 
registered Hampshire sheep in 1926. Ron and Mary Esther raised their two sons, Doug and 
Dave, and daughter, Deb, on the farm. Deb assists with the day-to-day farm operations, 
and other family members help as needed to prepare and exhibit sheep at state fairs and 
national shows. The family is proud of the values the farm has instilled over the decades, 
including hard work, diligence, commitment, citizenship, leadership and team work. 
The Pullins were recognized at the fair on the Bill Riley Stage on August 19, the day they 
showed their sheep. Learn more about their family farming vocation on their Facebook 
page:  https://www.facebook.com/pullinhamps/

Member Spotlight
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Deanery News
CEDAR RAPIDS 

Billie Burhite 
Representative

 The Cedar Rapids Deanery meeting was held on Saturday, June 26th. Sue Martinek spoke about Cross 
Catholic Outreach, Boxes of Joy, and the Milk Project and Rozena McVey spoke about Human trafficking 
and Moms in Need. We found that many of the newcomers are interested in learning more about Human 

trafficking and Moms in Need. We gave away door prizes that included a year membership to ACCW, and also an entry to 
the Beauty In Christ Women’s Conference coming up in January. 

Rozena suggested that we meet monthly for coffee at a different parish each month. Unfortunately, we had 
to cancel the July meeting due to unforeseen circumstances.

We will have a larger meeting, again on October 9th at 10:00 at St. Matthew. If you know of anyone or have friends 
who are interested in ACCW and or NCCW, please feel free to reach out to me and I will help where I can.

DECORAH 
Julie Vulk 
President

Becoming the new President of the Decorah Deanery ACCW, I wanted to know what the ACCW could do for the 
priests of our deanery.  I met with them and after giving me some ideas, it came to me that all the priests of our 
deanery needed the prayers of a Seven Sisters Apostolate!  First, I had to find out if all of them even HAD one!  

I was put in touch with Corrine Olson, and gave her the names of every priest and the parishes they covered.  Corrine told 
me there were two priests who did not have a Seven Sisters.  I knew a couple of ladies from each parish, and contacted them 
to see if they would try to find someone to help get a Seven Sisters started for their priest.  One woman said. “Well, we have 
been praying for our priest ever since he came!”  After another contact, I discovered they weren’t registered!  I then got them 
the information needed to complete the registration.  

The woman I had contacted has a very busy life, and I assured her that if she could give me the name of someone to contact, 
I would help them get the Seven Sisters underway.  The summer issue of The Link had the article about the Seven Sisters 
Apostolate, and Leone Burgeson wrote that she would be more than happy to help a parish get one started.  When I got in 
touch with my contact, I found out she knew someone who was more than willing to put it all together!  Now all our priests 
in our deanery will have a Seven Sisters praying for them!  

I challenge all of the ACCW Deanery presidents and representatives…get a Seven Sisters Apostolate started for your priests!  
This is the first step towards accomplishing our 4th ministry priority:  Promoting vocations in general, and the priesthood in 
particular!

Providing a supportive presence
Holly Reilly, St. Benedict parishioner from Decorah, and active ACCW member, lost her husband, Matthew on July 27, 2021.  
Holly and family were given a garden stone, with this inscription: “But those who trust the LORD will find new strength.  
They will be strong like eagles soaring upward on wings; they will walk and run without getting tired.”  Members of her faith 
group attended the wake and funeral as a group.  May the Lord have mercy on Matt’s soul and bring comfort to Holly and her 
family.
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MARSHALLTOWN 
Monica Fulton 
President

The women in the Marshalltown Deanery continue to serve their parishes in various ways. 

 
The Circle of Saints Cluster (St. Joseph, Chelsea; St. Michael, Belle Plaine; St. Patrick, Tama/Toledo) welcomed a 
new pastor, Fr. Michael McAndrew. St Patrick CCW hosted a reception for him on July 18 after the 10:30 Mass. 
Proceeds from St. Patrick CCW’s garage sale on Sept. 10-11 will go toward the kitchen update fund.

 
In the Story-Marshall Cluster, St. Joseph Parish in State Center is preparing to celebrate their 150th anniversary, delayed from 2020.

 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Marshalltown has a new associate pastor, Fr. Kyle Tietz. Refreshments were served 
after all the Masses on July 17 and 18, at which time everyone could meet Fr. Tietz. St. Francis CCW has been 
providing luncheons for many funerals at both churches. The CCW rummage sale, scheduled for July 16-17 at St. 
Francis School, had to be cancelled. The ladies plan to have a sale at St. Mary Hall in October.  

 
Deanery ACCW meetings will resume in October, with plans to celebrate the Year of St. Joseph under the guidance of our 
Spiritual Advisor, Fr. Rick Dagit.

WATERLOO 
Marlene Mangrich 
President

The Waterloo Deanery met on Monday, August 2nd in the parish center, at St. Athanasius Catholic Church 
in Jesup. Deacon Tom Lang, our spiritual advisor, spoke about his involvement in jail and prison ministry, 
for which he has been active a number of years. Deacon Lang has worked with our new pastor, Fr. Benjamin 

Nkrumah from Ghana, since he first arrived in the U.S. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Also, women from the Waterloo Deanery continue making  
the mats made from plastic bags, to be used by the homeless.

Deanery News
(continued)

The Dubuque Deanery is looking for an ACCW 
Representative! If you or someone you know 
would like to provide leadership for the Dubuque 
Deanery as a Representative, please contact Jo-
anne Pohland at dbqaccw@dbqarch.org.

Wanted: 
Dubuque Deanery Representative

Deacon Tom  
Lang

Fr. Benjamin 
Nkrumah
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Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW)
2021 MEMBERSHIP/CONTRIBUTION GUIDELINES

Individual Sustaining Memberships

Sustaining membership is $10 which includes the 
subscription to the newsletter, The Link.

The ACCW Membership Contributions form is now 
available via our website:  
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/23075/
documents/2021/2/2021%20Contribution%20Form-2.pdf

Mail contribution forms and checks to: 
Lisa Hemesath 
ACCW Treasurer 
1116 240th St. 
State Center, IA 50247

Checks should be made payable to ACCW.

National Council of Catholic Women’s (NCCW) Parish Affiliation is $100 annually.   
Individual NCCW membership is $50 annually.  
Checks should be made payable to NCCW and mailed to: National Council of Catholic Women  
       10335-A Democracy Lane, Unit 201 
       Fairfax, VA 22030

Please submit contributions by December 31, 2021 to close the fiscal year.

For more information about the Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 
Go to www.DBQArch.org/ACCW or e-mail Joanne Pohland at dbqaccw@dbqarch.org

Mail parish officers information to: 
Lisa Hemesath 
ACCW Database Manager 
1116 240th St. 
State Center, IA 50247

Parish Affiliate Memberships

Suggested affiliate membership is $5 per woman in  
the parish.

Name: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________

________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________

Parish: _____________________________ 

CCW President: ________________________ 

Address: ___________________________

________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________
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th
eLINK

National | Archdiocesan | Deanery | Parish

The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 
Empowers, Educates, and Supports all Catholic 
Women in Spirituality, Leadership, and Service.

The Link is the official publication of the ACCW 
and is available to affiliates and individual 
members. 

For more information we invite you to visit  
www.DbqArch.org/ACCW

Return Service Requested

Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW)
1229 Mt Loretta Avenue 
Dubuque, IA 52003

We are looking for a woman who is active in her 
parish and has email to serve as an ACCW con-
tact in the following parishes.

Balltown – St. Francis of Assisi

Luxemburg – Holy Trinity

Sherrill – SS Peter and Paul

Springbrook – SS Peter & Paul

Volga – Sacred Heart

Winthrop – St. Patrick

If you have a suggested ACCW contact for any of 
these parishes, please contact Lisa Hemesath or 
Florine Swanson.

Wanted: 
Contacts for the Following Parishes

September 30      ACCW Executive Committee Meeting 
      4:30 PM via Zoom

October 23     Annual Meeting at Holy Trinity Parish  
     in Protivin

November 11     ACCW Board Meeting - 6:30 PM  
     via Zoom (Tentative)

November 15     Deadline for Submissions for the Winter  
     2021 issue of The Link 

December 6      Winter 2021 issue of The Link is sent

January 29, 2022     Beauty in Christ Women’s Conference

ACCW Calendar 
2021




